6, D-2000 Hamburg

13, Federal Republic of Germany
Summary : Trichlorocyclopropenylium tetrachloroaluminate 1 l -AlCl; reacts with alkenes in nitromethane at -35OC to give the 1:l addition products 2*-AlCl,, which can be converted into the 2-chlorocyclopropenones 5 or the a,B-acetylenic carboxylates 6. The addition of 1s l* to 4 initially yields the 1 :I addition products 2 =2*. Now the products 2 *2* and the reactants l* l* will compete for the alkene 4, and the yield of The formal insertion of an alkene molecule into a vinylic C-Cl bond of tetrachlorocyclopropene , which can easily be achieved by the procedure described in this letter, opens new perspectives for the use of 1 as a C, building block [12] . Scope and limitations of this reaction are currently investigated.
